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convinces, its antiquity, its miracles, its fulfilled prophecies; and
he admits that the testimony of the Church is not without some
weight in the matter.1
Calvin's teaching about the supreme witness to the origin of
the Bible is at once elucidated if we distinguish two strands of
thought in his account of the matter. Firstly, he speaks of the
coercive power which the Bible possesses in and by itself: this idea
appears in the statements that we can as clearly see that the Bible
comes from God as we can distinguish white from black, and that
it carries its own evidence along with it, and in the reference to
the divine energy apparent in it, animating and kindling us to
obedience. Secondly, he speaks of the witness of the Holy Spirit
within us, without whose activity the majesty of the Scriptures
will not really touch us. The Spirit, he says, inwardly teaches us
and gives us a hidden testimony; His power enlightens us, so that
we know with more certainty than human knowledge can ever
produce that the Scriptures are divine, and all proofs and argu-
ments are unnecessary. Seeberg tends to suggest that these two
lines of thought are disparate and unrelated, but lie side by side
in Calvin's thought.2 It is true that they are not identical and
therefore need to be related, and that Calvin does not relate them.
But we can do the relating for him with some, ease, as Warfield
does when he rightly suggests that the Spirit creates the sense in
us by which the coercive power of the Scriptures is apprehended
by us; we need such a sense, just as we need a sense if we are to
distinguish white from black, and the Spirit provides this sense for
us.8 By this, or some such, marriage of the Bible's coercive power
and the Spirit's inward testimony do we perceive and know the
truth that the Bible's origin is God.
We must briefly investigate the status of the arguments which
Calvin adduces in further attestation of the Bible's claim to be the
Word of God. Of them he says that the believer does not require
them at all, since he has the far superior testimony of the Holy
Spirit. They are indeed so strong that any intelligent person who
really gives them his attention is bound to be convinced by them:
ehowever much men of learning and the highest powers of judge-
ment may rise up against this view, and however much they may
bring to bear their intellectual powers, unless their obstinacy
reaches the point of abandoned impudence, the confession will
bfe extorted from them that manifest proofs that God is speaking
i II, 61 -9 (Inst.> I, vai).                            2 op- cit, IV, 2, p. 567,
3 op. cit., pp. 78,79.